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The numbers on this page have not been 
statistical!J processed to make them 
representative of the U.S. population. Thry 

represent on!J the 6,791 families (19,306 
individuals) that we inten;iewed in 1997. 

All in the Family 
The most common family size is two 
people. Usually that's a married 
(occasionally unmarried) couple, but 
about one quarter are other 
combinations-perhaps a single 
parent and child, or a study member 
and his or her parent. Our largest 
family in 1997 had 12 people. 

Of the families that had just one 
person, 643 were male and 796 were 
female. In 3-person families, the most 

_Number Number Percent 
in family of families of Total 

1 1,439 21 
2 1,838 27 
3 1,318 19 
4 1,268 19 
5 608 9 
6 194 3 
7+ 126 2 

common combination was husband, 
wife and child (735); only 49 had 
husband, wife, and someone who was 
not a child of either of them. The 
remaining 534 families of three had 
other combinations of members. 

Further 

Facts 

Age Differences 
In about half of the married couples, the ages 
of husband and wife are within two years of 
each other. In only about 9% is the wife more 
than 2 years older. 

09% 

GI "same" age 

.41% 
CJ50% 

• husband older

Dwife older 

Bringing Home the Bacon 
In 1997, only 13.4% of families resemble the Ozzie and Harriet 
family of the 1950s. In most of the families with both a husband 
and wife, both are working. 

Type of family # of Percent 
families of total 

Husband & wife in family: 
two breadwinners 2,254 33.2 
husband is breadwinner 911 13.4 
wife is breadwinner 212 3.1 
neither is breadwinner 473 7.0 

Single head of household 
employed 1,836 27.0 
not employed 

----

1,106 16.3 

Who Makes How Much 
Here's some information on the 1996 income of families in the 
sample. The median income is $32,271. Half the families made 
less than that in 1996, half made more. 

The top made over The bottom made less than 

1% $240,188 25% $16,900 
10% $120,350 10% 
25% $56,820 5% 
50% $32,271 1% 

Number of study family children born in 1996 340 
Number of study families living in mobile homes 431 

$7,800 
$4,620 
$150 

Number of study families who moved between spring '96 and the '97 interview 1354 
Number of study families using food stamps 810 

Number of study families who have food delivered to the door 898 
Number of study families with income from a Veteran's Administration pension 61 










