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Timothy Smeeding. They defined "middle class" as an after-tax 
household income of $24,000 to $72,000. They found that fully 60% of 
the young men who turned 30 between 1977 and 1988 had attained 
middle class status. But only 42 % of those turning 30 in the period from 
1989 to 1992 have. 

It is striking that this dwindling chance of moving into the middle class 
applies regardless of race, parental income, or education. One possible 
explanation is that the widening gulf between rich and poor is 
particularly apparent for the younger generation. Even without a college 
education it was still possible in the 1960s to find high-paying 
manufacturing jobs-and keep them. Today's high school graduates are 
finding this to be much less true. Technological advances and growing 
foreign trade have meant that fewer unskilled and semi-skilled labor jobs 
are to be found. 

Want to know more? 

Many of you have expressed an interest in specific areas of research 
which have used the data from the Family Economics Study. We are 
always delighted when our study members want additional information 
and we're happy to accommodate your requests whenever possible. Our 
bibliography of publications that have used the study data currently 
contains over 1,000 entries and continues to grow. If you want to know 
if research has been done on a specific topic, please write to us at the 
address listed at the bottom of the page, or let your interviewer know. 

By now, most of you know that the Family Economics Study holds a 
unique place in U.S. history. The information you provide us is viewed 
both nationally and internationally as a treasure trove of valuable data 
about the American people. We look forward to working together with 
you again next year to ensure the continuation of this valuable national 
resource. 
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