






friends or neighbors, and did not include contributions in time or 

money to charitable or other organizations. 

You are impressive givers. In fact, a little more is given 

than anyone reports receiving. It is more blessed to give than to 

receive and apparently easier to remember. Young families 

receive most of the financial help and the middle-aged give most 

of it -- presumably parents helping their children. As a percentage 

of their income, though, the old may give the most. 

Families who are already taking care of others by providing 

them with housing and food give fewer dollars to those not living 

with them. However, they do report giving and receiving many 

hours of help. Black families give more generously in time than 

whites, but less in money. 

Time is given by people of all ages except those 75 years 

old or older and is received mostly by young families, probably 

those with small children. If you price time given at $6.00 an 

hour and combine it with money given, there is still a dramatic 

pattern of help from older to younger people. Average annual 

gifts in the 45 to 64 age group amount to well over $1,800 while 

they receive less than $650. The giving drops slightly after age 

65, but is still substantial and the receiving drops too. Even after 

age 75 gifts still average $578 a year, but receipts have climbed to 

$330. With advancing age there are more people who neither give 

nor receive much, but what they do give is still more than they 

get. 

It may be that social security and company pensions leave 

older people in a good position to help their children and 

grandchildren. Or perhaps older people represent a different and 

more generous generation, and today's young people may not be 

as generous with their own children. 
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The Telephone Facility 

Last year some of you were called by interviewers from 

our new telephone facility in Ann Arbor. This system worked 

very well so we are enlarging our telephoning capacity and, if it 

is finished in time, plan to do most of the 1992 interviewing from 

Ann Arbor. Interviewers and panel members who have been 

talking together for years will miss each other, but the telephone 

office has many advantages. 

We will still send field interviewers where there is a need 

for them but hope that for most of you the new system will be 

easy and convenient. 

Latino Notes 

Researchers have been clamoring for information about the 

Hispanic sample. There is a great deal of interest in the culture, 

opinions, well-being, and the many contributions that the Hispanic 

population makes to this country. To help would-be data users 

learn about the Latino data that our study now has, we are 

sponsoring a Latino data workshop at the University of Texas, 

Austin, in April. Twenty-five economists, sociologists and 

demographers from around the U.S., many of them of Hispanic 

ancestry, have inquired about participating in the workshop, which 
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