














women seemed to suffer a little from growing up without a father, 

but the economic achievement of black women was not affected at 

all. In fact, there was no consistent support across sons and 

daughters, blacks and whites for any of these hypotheses and very 

little evidence of real problems except for one-lack of money. 

Although his children doubtless miss him, the greatest measurable 

deprivation caused by a father's absence appears to be the absence 

of his income. Even if his family gets some child support, it is often 

inadequate and irregular. Many single women with children cannot 

earn enough to support them, and these families are chronically 

short of money. 

Growing up m a mother-only household does go along with 

Joss of income which may well lead to practical problems, such as 

taking on jobs that interfere with school work or not being able to 

afford college or other special training that might lead to future job 

opportunities. But on the whole, teenagers who live with their 

mothers seem to get along as well as those who live with both 

parents, and one-parent families are so frequent these days that 

young people may no longer feel embarrassed about having a father 

who lives elsewhere. 

Increasing the amount of child support where possible would 

go a long way toward easing the financial difficulties of families 

headed by single mothers, even if it did not do away with problems 

entirely. As we told you last year, steps have been taken to collect 

more child support from those absent fathers who now pay less 

than they can afford, or nothing at all. 

A FEW STATISTICS 

The Study of Family Economics is beginning its nineteenth 

year. There will be 7,032 families to interview next spring and 

summer plus whoever may have left home since we last talked to 

you. Four hundred twenty-nine new panel families were added to 

t.he sample in 1985. They were mostly grown-up children who 

moved out of their parents' homes to start. their own households. 

There were considerably more young people leaving home in 1985 

than there have been in recent years. The job market may have 

improved enough so that more of them could afford to live on their 

own.

Your address postcards are coming in at a great rate so the 

above figures may be out of date by the time you read them. If you 

haven't sent your postcard in yet, please do. 




