
1982 Report to Respondents 

The 1982 Interview 

You may be wondering if the family economics study will 

be able to survive the drastic budget cuts in Washington. So 

far we have, but like everyone else these days, our funding 

has been reduced. So, as an economy measure, we have cut the 

length of the 1982 questionnaire. We will not ask any new 

questions this year, and even some of the regular questions 

that ask about things that don't change often have been 

eliminated temporarily. The interview, you may be glad to know, 

will take less time than usual. However, we will continue to 

pay $10 for it plus the usual $5 for returning the postcard. 

The National Science Foundation is still able to provide 

part of the support for the study, and we have some new 

sponsors as well. The Sloan Foundation has been exceedingly 

helpful, and we have also received contributions from the National 

Institute on Aging (they are interested in retirement and 

health), and the Food and Nutrition Service of the United States 

Department of Agriculture. 

Parents and Children 

There have been some drastic and unsettling changes in the 

last ten years in what we think of as the traditional American 

family (a breadwinning husband, a homekeeping wife, and two 

1 

















16 

For most of their middle years, single women are much 

more likely to be in the hospital than married ones, and the 

percentage of middle-aged single men who reported a night or 

more spent in the hospital was much higher than for anyone else. 

During middle age, married couples manage to avoid hospitals 

better than single men and women. Perhaps with two people in 

the house they encourage each other to stay healthy. However, 

at 65 (presumably at retirement) something happens and, as 

you can see, the chance of going to the hospital rises very 

sharply for husbands and somewhat for wives. 

It is well known that people are apt to have more medical 

problems as they get older (and after 65 they also have Medicare 

to help pay for treatment that might otherwise be postponed). 

The graph bears this out for married couples and single women, 

but it's hard to figure out why the chance of being in the 

hospital for single men over 65 falls abruptly at an age when 

it is rising for everyone else. 

Most people have some sort of health insurance or Medicare 

or Medicaid, but these do not always cover everything and some 

hospital patients, particularly older people and young wives, 

pay some hospital costs out of their own pockets. 

When we asked you about days spent sick in bed at home, 

again, single people were more likely than married couples to 

report at least one sick day. Single men were slightly less 

likely to be sick than single women, and husbands were a 

little healthier than wives. 

Surprisingly, the number of reports of days sick in bed 

at home go down as people get older--just the reverse of days 
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spent in the hospital. Perhaps when older people are sick 

enough to have to stay in bed, the doctor sends them to the 

hospital. 

Looking Ahead 

There seems to be a strong feeling among people both in and 

out of the government that, in spite of heavy cuts in 

government spending, it is very important that this study 

'should continue somehow. Newspapers have also spoken out. 

The Washington Post wrote that this research is needed more 

than ever now, and the New York Times pointed out that the 

study " ... would be an ideal vehicle to monitor the effects 

of the Reagan economic plan on individual families." This 

administration is indeed making drastic changes, and we hope to 

be able to continue the study for long enough so that, with 

your help, we can find out how these new policies are affecting 

you. 

We don't know how it will work out in the long run, but for 

next year the National Science Foundation expects to be able to 

take over more of our funding, and there are plans to appoint 

an advisory board of eminent social scientists to suggest ways 

of making the study even more useful to the scientific 

community. 






