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New Qu.utionJ.> 

It looks as though this study has at least another year 

to go so we are busy planning the 1978 questionnaire. 

In trying to account for differences in earnings between 

races and sexes we've found that people get ahead in their 

jobs not so much because of having steady work experience as 

by getting a job in the first place that provides on the job 

training and a chance for advancement. 

We would like to find out how people manage to get 

these good jobs so we plan to ask those of you who are work

ing and under 45 years old (people over 45 might have a hard 

time remembering so far back) how you heard about your first 

job or jobs, if you knew anyone who worked there and if you 

think that anyone put in a good word for you or helped you 

get the job. We will also ask if jobs like yours are very 

hard to get, with many people applying for every opening. 

We will ask husbands with working wives if they can answer 

some of these job questions about their wives'first jobs, 

so please compare notes. 

Those of you from 45 to 65 will be asked if you have 

done any thinking about retirement and if you expect to have 

enough income to live comfortably when you decide to retire. 

Then there is a series of questions for those of you who are 

already retired asking why you retired when you did. Did 

you have to, or want to? This year 25 percent of the retir

ees in the study told us they retired because of poor health. 

We also would like to know if the financial provisions you 

made for retirement have turned out to be adequate and how 

it's all working out. 

In 1968 there were 4802 families in the study. Because 

we interview members of the original families (mostly their 

children) when they leave home the number of households in 
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the study has grown to 6007. About 2500 of these families 

now have two generations in the survey which provides a 

unique opportunity for research on family economics. In some 

families who have lots of grown-up children we interview as 

many as seven related households. 

You get around a great deal. More than a quarter of you 

move each year - many more than once. If you weren't so good 

about remembering to send in your change of address cards, we 

would never be able to find you. Thank you -

keep it up. 

The. F ITT11!t e. 

The "After Ten Years What?" conunittee that the Depar

tment of Health, Education and Welfare got together to de

cide about the future of this study was very much in favor of 

having it continue. There is no question that it is enor

mously valuable research and that every added year of inter

views increases its importance. It's a very expensive 

study though and efforts are now being made to share the cost 

with other government agencies. (Of course neither HEW nor 

any other government agency has access to your names, ad

dresses, or any identifying information about you.) We don't 

know how it will work out but we've been told to plan on 

interviewing in 1978. So we look forward to talking to you 

in a few months. 

As usual we are very grateful for your help and very 

proud of you. Have a happy 1978. 


