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or older children living at home who look after the young children. 

Some parents use a combination of methods children in school part of 

the time and then go to the neighbors and so on. 

We asked how often these child care arrangements broke down so that 

someone had to stay home from work to take care of the children. 

It is surprising that for well over half (66.2%) of the families child 

care methods never broke down at all. The rest had problems anywhere 

from once or twice a year (7.6%) to once or twice a month (less than 2%). 

Families with children 5 years old or younger had problems a little more 

frequently than those with school age children. 

Many wives and single heads of families with children under 12 (66%) 

who are not working now think that they would be able to find child care 

if they wanted to get a job. Of them 55% thought that they could either 

get this care free or for $1.00 or less an hour. Fifteen percent thought 

that they would not be able to find adequate child care either because 

there was none available or that it would be too expensive. 

Nearly half the families who now have their children cared for while 

they work don't have to pay anything for this help. Another 30% pay $1.00 

an hour or less. However, 10% pay more than $2.50 an hour. 

Conclusion 

The number of families in this study increases a little each year 

because we talk to people who have moved out of one family to start 

another. Although the title of our book refers to 5000 families, that 

was as of 1972. There are now 5285 families of you containing 18,272 

individuals. 

This year's interview, like last year's, will be short and will 

again be given by telephone. This is lucky considering the gas shortage, 

but will make our interviewers sad as they enjoy visiting you. We will, 

of course, call on those of you who have no telephone or don't like 

talking on one. 

Last year, in order to keep the interview short, we didn't ask 




